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An inspirational and poignant pictorial memoir that chronicles a teenage mother's sentimental

education, as told through cartoons and searing text.
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This is the true poignant story of a young woman and her struggles to make dreams come true.

Katherine Arnoldi, raped and left with a baby at 17, was forced, out of necessity, to take a dead-end,

hazardous factory job. Her dysfunctional family tried to crush her and her dreams; her boyfriend

turns on her and beats her. Yet through all of her pain and despair she does not give up. Arnoldi

shows, in her comic book form, that if you hold on and pursue your dreams that you can overcome

the ugliest past. This book is a treasure. It is simply great. And because it is so good you will want to

pass it on. This is a book that can speak to the broken hearts of hundreds, if not thousands, of

struggling teenagers, single moms or not. Her enduring love for her child, her courage to change her

circumstances, a little luck, and a few kind people, transforms what could be a disheartening story

into an inspiration.

I checked this book out from the library. The next day, I bought a copy. I have bought 12 more

copies in a week. Everyone who reads this book gasps at its truth. The blockades of Arnoldi's past

abuse and present hardship would have stopped her from becoming who she was becoming before

she became a mom. In a perfect combination of words and art, she conveys her perilous journey.



Thoughts and emotions overflow her drawings, MAD Magazine-style. As it dawns on you that she's

writing from a place of victory, you laugh, cry, and cheer. If you're a school counselor, as I am, buy

copies for your teen moms and fellow counselors.

This is a great book that will inspire teens to realize that there is no situation that cannot be

overcome. If they are young mothers, they will realize that they can be a great parent, as well as

succeeding as individuals. Arnoldi teaches young girls to strive towards their dreams, and as teen

moms to fight for equality in the educational system. She even includes the step by step procedure

of getting financial aid, and enrolling yourself in college. A very inspiring book for people of all ages.

This story brings tears to my eyes every time I read it. It tells the struggles and hard ships of being a

single teenage parent. It really makes you stop and think before you make the same mistakes. I

recommend this book to EVERYONE!!

Katherine Arnoldi's truly amazing Amazing True Story probably starts off like the true stories of far

too many women. But hope gets her through, and she succeeds through her own faith, and just a

little bit of help from others. More than just an inspirational work for other single moms, this is a story

that everyone should read. You can make your life better. All you need is a reason.

As an educator, I have found myself sharing this book with college aged women I work with. It's

message is subtle, but strong. I'm so glad Katherine Arnoldi shared this story.

I found Arnoldi's comic to be wonderfully honest and frank and I thank her for sharing it with us. The

turning point of the book is when she becomes grateful for what she has, and what she is, and her

horrid past becomes a memory and not a sentence. Three cheers for her dreams and her fulfillment.

I too graduated college with a very young child. The love for her child is apparent throughout, and

despite the horrid circumstance in which the child was conceived, it is clear the author views her

child as a blessing and never a burden. The book is a stark graphic comic about the author's life

between the ages of 10 and 21. The artwork is wonderfully descriptive and that which anyone can

understand and relate to.

I am a divorce attorney. I picked up this book and read it in 15 minutes tops. If you are the subject

matter yourself, or just interested in the subject matter, it's a Keeper; a book that somehow



deserves to be bought and taken home (or shared). I bought it for a Family Law Judge as a gift. This

Judge collects books and displays them for the people who pass through her Courtroom/Chambers.

It's corny and all comic strips but if you've left an abusive relationship and had a child with you (or

know someone who did), it's just SIMPLY POWERFUL in its clear truth.
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